The enigma of the Bahamas
The discovery in 1969 of a series of huge stone blocks resembling a "wall" or "pavement" In the sea off the island of North Biminl, in the Bahamas, has puzzled specialists and sparked off an international controversy as to their origin. (Above, stereoscopic mosaic of the blocks, first located by the underwater explorer and photographer Dimitrl Rebi-koff). Some believe these stones to be man-made structures; others identify them as a natural limestone formation lying on a larger stratum of rock. Dimitri Rebikoff has since discovered another "wall", similar and parallel to the first and linked, as are the first blocks, to an alignment of stone some 600 metres long. Carbon 14 tests on nearby submerged peat layers give a date of about 5000 B.C. This has led to speculation that the "wall" is part of a man-made prehistoric site. Man-made or natural formation, the stones of the Bahamas remain an enigma. Left, aqualung divers following the line of blocks give an idea of their size (some are five metres square and from 30 to 60 cm. thick).
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